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Tips for Interacting with Elected Officials
As an advocate, you can select your mode of communication with elected officials.
· Meetings and hearings

· E-mail letters

· Telephone calls

· Personal visits

· Position papers

· Policy briefs

· Testimony

Tips

1) When writing to elected officials, use your own words whenever possible. 

2)  Explicitly state that you are their constituent in the subject line and first paragraph.

3) The more positive and substantive your e-mail is, the more influential it is likely to be. 

4)  Be brief, clear, and specific. Know your topic. Choose one or two messages per letter or contact.

5) Keep your letter to one page if possible. 

6) Always state your purpose in the first sentence.

7) Demonstrate respect and courtesy, no matter what.
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