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Sample Talking Points
The arts (visual arts, music, theatre, dance) are considered a core curriculum by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and the federal No Child Left Behind Act, just the same as reading, math, and science.  The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education now recommends that high school students take at least one course in the arts to prepare them for college and the workforce.  

A recent national survey administered by Douglas Gould & Company reported that parents, teachers, and school administrators believe that arts education is very important but neglected in schools; they believe that an arts education will create well-rounded, analytical thinkers who are better able to succeed (www.keepartsinschools.org). Massachusetts' new Secretary of Education also believes that the arts help prepare students for college and the 21st century workforce.  With that in mind, it is incumbent on advocates of the arts education to ensure that their local communities move toward providing a full education in the arts:

· Sequential Education in Four Disciplines. We need sequential education in the four arts disciplines. These include, but need not be limited to music, art, dance and theatre, for which there are state learning standards and frameworks to guide local school districts throughout the state.

· The Broader Curriculum. We need curriculum that is infused with arts experiences to enhance learning in English Literature, Math, Science and Social Studies. Often infusion of the arts requires partnerships with teaching artists as well as local arts and cultural institutions such as museums and performing arts centers.  Such partnerships often yield higher levels of performance in academic subjects, as well as more motivated students in pursuit of learning. Partnerships are encouraged to align with the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks.  You can apply for funding for these partnerships from the Massachusetts Cultural Council.

· Teacher Preparation and Professional Development:  We need teacher colleges to prepare graduates to teach arts-infused curricula.  School districts need to provide professional development to help teachers infuse the arts into their teaching. 

· Access for All Learners:  The arts provide students with new ways to access information, which is particularly important for students with learning challenges.  We need schools to include arts-rich experiences to reach all students, K-12.

· Decisions at the District Level:  We need School Boards and Superintendents to allocate funds to hire sufficient numbers of arts specialists to support high quality arts education in their districts.  Principals need to develop class schedules to allow time for at least two full periods of instruction in the same arts discipline per week per student.  
· Drop-Out Prevention: The arts have a great deal to contribute to solutions for the failures of our schools, including the active learning essential to engaging students at-risk of dropping out. When the arts are cut or eliminated, schools lose the opportunity to maintain student interest in school and find enjoyable links to the total curriculum. 

· Staffing at the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education:  As part of the new Education Secretary's plan for education in Massachusetts, we need one staff person in each arts discipline at the ESE to support school districts in implementing the Massachusetts Arts Curriculum Frameworks.
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