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Compelling Responses for Common Excuses
1. Scheduling/Lack of Time

Response: A number of scheduling alternatives exist and are being used by schools. These alternatives include switching from a six-period to a seven-period day, offering courses on alternative days, or block scheduling. There is always a way to make time for the arts.

2. Need to Concentrate on Raising Math and Science Test Scores

Response: The arts help to build critical thinking skills that are useful in math and science.

3. Lack of Community Support and School Board Support

Response: Point out how the arts fit in with the school district’s mission statement and educational philosophy. Recruit parents of arts students to advocate for your cause.

4. Need to Cut Programs to Balance the Budget

Response: The average student load of arts teachers is greater than that of other teachers. By cutting an arts program, a district might actually have to hire more teachers to handle the student load.

5. Arts Instructor is Weak

Response: Change or improve the personnel rather than discontinue the arts program. Put the interests of the students first. To not include the arts as part of our basic education is to disconnect ourselves from our history, from the beauty that surrounds us, from other cultures and traditions, and from multiple forms of expression.

· The Arts promote critical thinking, problem solving and self-discipline, which can be applied to other subjects and can facilitate success in the workforce.

· The Arts nurture intellectual and imaginative growth because they enrich the spirit, deepen our sensibilities and instill important human values.

· The Arts increase self-awareness and self-esteem.
“When I examine myself and my method of thought, I come to the conclusion that the gift of imagination [sic] has meant more to me than my talent for absorbing knowledge.” 
- Albert Einstein
“In order to function in tomorrow’s world, students must be able to decode images, sounds and symbols. Literacy in “text” is not enough. Students will need the ability to analyze and evaluate visual and aural messages and make critical judgments. Training in the arts builds these essential interpretive skills.” 
- Bill Ivey, Chairman, National Endowment for the Arts, 1998
Students engaged in the arts continue to out perform their non-art peers on the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT), according to The College Entrance Examination Board. In 1995, SAT scores for students who studied the arts more than four years were 59 points higher on the verbal and 44 points higher on the math portion than students with no coursework or experience in the arts. 
- The College Board, Profile of SAT and Achievement Test Takers, 1995

25 out of 26 students in a typical primary classroom have visual/spatial and/or bodily/kinesthetic predominant learning strengths. Students with these learning strengths respond well to education delivered through visual arts and performing arts modes. 
- Adapted from Learning Magazine, “Reach Every Student”, 1996

The arts engender enthusiasm and motivation for learning. The arts teach discipline, the value of sustained effort to achieve excellence, and the concrete rewards of hard work. All these factors can encourage higher attendance and decrease drop out rates.
- Eloquent Evidence, National Assembly of State Arts Agencies, and the National Endowment for the Arts, 1995

EDUCATION GOALS

All of us possess the capacity to be artistically expressive. Arts education requires students to draw upon their creative abilities and to deepen them as well. The benefit is that creative thinking, once learned, lasts for a lifetime and can be applied to other endeavors.

“It takes more than textbooks to produce tomorrow’s mathematicians, scientists, and business leaders. It takes imagination. At McGraw-Hill, we believe that all students need grounding in the arts to stimulate creativity.”
- McGraw Hill Advertisement 1996
A CASE ELVES AND OTHERS

Projections about the demographic composition of the United States in the next 40 years show that the “minority” population will soon be the majority population. These projections have profound implications for educators, as they prepare students for tomorrow’s world.

Students can not only better comprehend and value diverse people and cultures by studying the arts but can also demonstrate heightened self-esteem and self-concept.
- Principal Research Findings 1987-1991, National Art Education Research Center
An education in the arts teaches students how to work cooperatively, and how to work out conflicting points of view.
- Educating the Workplace Through the Arts, Business Week, October 28, 1996
Attitudes and perceptions toward Native Americans were changed through arts instruction. In Arizona, music and cultural experiences were effective in diminishing fourth grade students’ stereotypical views toward minority cultures.

- North American Indian Music Instruction: Influences upon Attitudes, Cultural Perceptions, and Achievement, by Kay Louise Edwards, 1994
Self concept is positively enhanced through the arts according to a review of 57 studies, as are language acquisition, cognitive development, critical thinking ability and social skills. 
- The Effects of Arts and Music Education on Students’ Self- Concept, by Jerry Trusty and Giacomo M. Oliva, 1994
Skill requirements for all workers are going up, including those in production and support jobs. In the modern business environment, the ability to communicate, adapt, diagnose problems and find creative solutions is more important than ever before. These attributes can be nurtured and honed through studying the arts.

As we prepare for the 21st Century economy, the arts will play an important role by providing the necessary skills such as the ability to manage resources, acquire and use information, and the ability to master different types of symbol systems. The arts help students to build specific workplace skills to ensure employability, and the ability to make a solid economic contribution to our communities and to a state in which the arts are a $1.6 billion dollar business and support 56,342 jobs.
- 1995 New Mexico Cultural Resources Impact Assessment
Arts Education aids achievement of “core competencies” needed for employment according to a U.S. Labor Department report. The arts are cited as important for certain “foundation” skills which include thinking, creativity, problem solving, exercising individual responsibility, sociability, and self-esteem. 
- Eloquent Evidence, National Assembly of State Arts Agencies and the NEA, 1995
Communication skills were ranked as the second most important factor in hiring according to a national study of employers. 
 - Educational Quality of the Workforce National Employer Survey: First Findings, by Lisa Lynch and Robert Zemsky, 1995.

An education in the arts opens doors to skills and abilities that equip learners for a host of learning contexts, including the workplace, where ‘knowledge is wealth’. 
- Educating the Workplace Through the Arts, Business Week, October 28, 1996.

“At GE, we know that an education including the arts is vital. Because students who appreciate the conceptual as well as the analytical are the ones who’ll create the innovations of tomorrow.”

- GE Advertisement 1996

Adapted from the New Mexico Alliance for Arts Education 
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