[image: image1.jpg]




Advocacy and Lobbying Do’s and Don’ts

Your non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization CAN: 
· Educate elected officials on issues of concern in the arts community; 

· Arrange meetings with elected officials to learn their views on the arts; 

· Invite elected officials to meetings of the organization to talk about the arts; 

· Send elected officials literature on arts issues. 

Your non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization CANNOT: 
· Endorse or oppose candidates for public office; 

· Collect or distribute funds for political campaigns; 

· Use your facilities for political fundraising; 

· Give free stuff to legislators that you aren’t also giving to the public at large; 

· Engage in legislative activities to a “substantial” extent. (The IRS has a lobbying limit for organizations.) 

As an individual American citizen you CAN: 
· Give money to candidates; 

· Invite your friends to an arts fundraiser/coffee party at your house; 

· Volunteer to stuff envelopes or knock on doors for a political candidate. 

As an individual American citizen you CANNOT: 
· Participate in these campaign activities as an employee of your organization. It is okay to educate legislators about the arts as part of your workday, but it is not okay to help their election efforts during your workday.
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