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program of study based on standards in Massachusetts’s
world-class curriculum frameworks that align high school
coursework with college and workforce expectations.
The recommended program of studies includes:
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MassCore should be considered to be a critical component of a
student’s overall high school experience and may also include work-
based or community service learning, athletics, extra-curricular
activities and additional learning opportunities that help further
prepare students for their future.
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MassCore Information For Educators

Benefits of MassCore

Financial

Students who take challenging academic courses in high school are more likely to enroll in college,
not require academic remediation, and earn a college degree. This is important because higher
education pays off. High school graduates earn an average of $456,000 more over a lifetime
than high school dropouts. Graduates of four-year colleges earn an average of $1.4 million
more.

Career Options

Good jobs require additional education beyond high school. Most jobs that will support a
family, provide health benefits, and offer a chance for advancement require at least a two
or four-year degree, apprenticeship program, military training, or workforce certification.
MassCore helps prepare students for more self-supporting career opportunities.

The Economy

In order to remain competitive, employers need workers to arrive with essential skills, includ-
ing speaking and writing clearly, effectively analyzing information, conducting research, and
solving complex problems. MassCore helps students develop these skills.

Preparation for College Success

MassCore meets or exceeds the college admissions requirements for Massachusetts’ four-year pub-
lic colleges and the University of Massachusetts. Most private colleges require students to have at least
this level of high school academic preparation. It's not just about getting in - it's about finishing and being
prepared for what's next.

What Can Educators Do?

« Encourage all students to take at minimum the courses and credits in MassCore.

» Communicate the importance of taking a rigorous course of study to students and their parents.

« Help students to develop an education and career plan as early as middle school.

- Provide students with the extra help they need to take MassCore and be successful in their courses.

« Ensure that high school courses are relevant, rigorous and actively engage students.

For More Information Contact: M q SS
masscore@doe.mass.edu College
Ready



